Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 01273 100533Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 10-13 
MCT-01 SSM-05 OMB-01 /087 W 

101015Z 098538/15 

R 091355Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7463 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 1273 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XF, PLO 

SUBJECT: ISSUES AT PALESTINIAN NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING: 

NO CHARTER AMENDMENT 

1 . KUWAIT DAILY AL SIYASAH OF MARCH 9 CARRIES STORY FROM 
CAIRO ON ISSUES TO BE DEALT WITH AT UPCOMING PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
COUNCIL (PNC) MEETING IN CAIRO. REPORTEDLY, THE MAIN ISSUES 
WILL BE: WHETHER THE PLO LEADERSHIP WILL BE GRANTED SUFFICIENT 
AUTHORITY TO BE FLEXIBLE IN KEY NEGOTIATIONS IN THE FUTURE, WITH- 
OUT REFERENCE BACK TO THE PNC; WHETHER SAIQA WILL GET GREATER 
REPRESENTATION IN THE PNC (UP TO ONE THIRD OF THE DELEGATES); AND 
WHETHER FAROUK KADDOUMI WILL BE REPLACED AS PLO POLITICAL 
DEPARTMENT HEAD. ON THE FIRST ISSUE, THIS REPORT ASSERTS THAT 
THE PLO LEADERSHIP WANTS THE PNC TO GRANT IT FLEXIBILITY TO DECIDE 
ON PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA OR "ANY OTHER OPEN OR SECRET 
NEGOTIATIONS" AND ON THE NATURE OF ANY "FEDERATION" WITH JORDAN 
OR SYRIA. FURTHER, THE REPORT ALLEGES THAT THE QUESTION OF 
FLEXIBILITY MIGHT RESULT IN ARAFAT'S RESIGNATION IF THE PNC 
DOES NOT GRANT ENOUGH FLEXIBILITY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 KUWAIT 01273 100533Z 


2. SAME NEWS REPORT STATES THAT IT IS "NEARLY CONFIRMED" THAT 
THERE WILL BE NO AMENDMENT OF THE BASIC PALESTINIAN CHARTER OR OF 
THE "TEN CLAUSES THAT FORM THE PALESTINIAN ACTION PLAN," SINCE 
"IT BECAME CLEAR THAT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE 
SHORTLY" AND THUS THERE WAS NO REASON FOR THE PALESTINIAN LEADER- 
SHIP TO "OPEN THE DOOR" TO INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CRITICISM WHICH 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD BRING. 

MAESTRONE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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